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UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 ATHENS 7560 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: GREEK REPLY TO TURKISH NOTE ON AEGEAN CONTINENTAL SHELF 
DISPUTE 

REF: A. ANKARA 7460 (NOTAL) 

B. ATHENS 7487 (NOTAL) 

1. ON OCTOBER 2 THE GREEK GOVERNMENT DELIVERED TO THE TURKISH 
CHARGE ITS REPLY TO THE TURKISH NOTE OF SEPTEMBER 30 (REF A) 

ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE. IN ITS REPLY THE GOG INSISTS 
ON THE REFERRAL OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF ISSUE TO THE WORLD 
COURT AND REFUTES THE ALLEGATIONS MADE ABOUT THIS MATTER IN THE 
TURKISH NOTE. THE TEXT OF THE NOTE AS CARRIED IN THE SEMI-OFFICIAL 
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ATHENS NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN IN THE FORM OF A 
GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT IS AS FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT. IT IS ANNOUNCED BY COMPETENT 
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ANSWER TO THE TURKISH NOTE OF SEPTEMBER 30, THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 
GAVE TO THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES OF TURKEY IN ATHENS A NOTE, IN WHICH 
THE ALLEGATIONS OF THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF ARE REFUTED. 


.TH 

GREEK NOTE UNDERLINES THAT THE MATTER OF THE DELIMITATION 

OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF WAS FIRST PUT FORWARD ON NOVEMBER 1, 1973, 
WHEN THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT PREVIOUSLY CONSULTING GREECE 
IN ANY WAY, GRANTED TO THE TURKISH 
PETROLEUM COMPANY CERTAIN 

EXPLOITATION PERMITS IN REGIONS BELONGING TO THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
OF THE GREEK ISLANDS OF THE AEGEAN. THE GREEK SIDE CONTESTED THE 
LEGAL VALNDITY OF THE CEDED RIGHTS IN QUESTION, AND AN EXCHANGE OF 
NOTES FOLLOWED IN WHICH EACH SIDE PRESENTED ITS ARGUMENTS. SINCE 
THE POSITIONS ADOPTED BY THE TWO SIDES PROVED TO BE IRRECONCILABLE, 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT SUGGESTED TO THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT ON 
JANUARY 27, 1975 THAT THE DISPUTE ON THE DELIMITATION OF THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE AEGEAN BE REFERRED TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
COURT OF THE HAGUE. BY MEANS OF A NOTE DATED FEBRUARY 6, 1975, 

THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT ACCEPTED THE GREEK PROPOSAL. THE PERTINENT 
QUOTATION FROM THE ABOVE NOTE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

4. QUOTE. HOWEVER, IN PRINCIPLE, THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT FAVORABLY 
CONSIDERS THE GREEK GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSAL TO REFER THE DISPUTE OVER 
THE DELIMITATION OF THE AEGEAN CONTINENTAL SHELF JOINTLY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. TO THIS EFFECT, AND TO ELABORATE THE 
TERMS UNDER WHICH THE MATTER SHALL BE REFERRED TO THE SAID COURT, 
TURKEY PROPOSES HIGH LEVEL TALKS TO BE INITIATED BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS. THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE 
POLITICAL NATURE AND VITAL IMPORTANCE OF THE MATTER NECESSITATE 
THAT THESE TALKS BE HELD AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL. UNQUOTE. 

GREECE AGREED, AND THUS THERE WAS A CONSENSUS OF OPINION: 

A) ON THE REFERRAL OF THE QUESTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT; 

B) OVER WHAT WAS TO BE REFERRED TO THE COURT, I.E., THE DELIMITATION 
OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF; C) ON THE LEVEL AT WHICH THE TALKS 
WERE TO BE CARRIED OUT; AND D) ON THE OBJECT OF THESE TALKS, I.E. 

"THE DEFINITION OF THE TERMS UNDER WHICH THIS MATTER WOULD BE 
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BROUGHT TO THE COURT." 

5. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

ON MARCH 3, 1975, THE THEN PRIME MINISTER 

OF TURKEY, MR. IRMAK, CONFIRMED THIS AGREEMENT IN A STATEMENT 
BEFORE THE 

TURKISH GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, IN WHICH HE SAID: 

"THE GREEKS HAVE ANSWERED POSITIVELY TO OUR PROPOSAL CONCERNING 
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TALKS PRIOR TO OUR GOING TO THE HAGUE. THESE TALKS DID NOT START YET. 
THE OBIECT OF THE TALKS WILL BE THE SPECIAL AGREEMENT (COMPROMIS) 
WHICH WILL DEFINE THE BASIS OF THE CASE." 

6. IT WAS THEN AGREED THAT THE TWO MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
WERE TO MEET ON MAY 17 TO 19 IN ROME IN ORDER - AS DECLARED IN 
THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE PUBLISHED ON MAY 14. 1975 - TO "EXAMINE THE 
MODALITIES OF SUBMITTING THE QUESTION OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
OF THE AEGEAN SEA TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF THE HAGUE. THE 
MINISTERS WOULD ALSO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON OTHER MATTERS CONCERNING 
GRECO-TURKISH RELATIONS." 

7. GIVEN THE FACT THAT THERE WAS ALREADY AN AGREEMENT OF THE 
TWO GOVERNMENTS TO REFER THE MATTER OF THE DELIMITATION TO THE 
COURT. IT IS SELF-EVIDENT THAT THE MATTER TO BE DISCUSSED COULD BE 
NOTHING ELSE BUT THE DRAFTING OF THE PERTINENT COMPROMIS 
D'ARBITRAGE. 

8. DURING THE ROME MEETING, THE GREEK SIDE SUBMITTED A DRAFT COMPROMIS 

D'ARBITRAGE; THE TURKISH SIDE, HOWEVER, DECLARED THAT IT WAS NOT 
READY TO NEGOTIATE ON IT. WHEN ASKED TO PRESENT AT LEAST ITS LEGAL 
POSITIONS, THE TURKISH SIDE AVOIDED DOING SO; HOWEVER, IT BROUGHT 
FORWARD THE IDEA OF JOINT VENTURES IN UNDEFINED REGIONS OF THE 
AEGEAN. FINALLY. THE TWO MINISTERS AGREED TO CONVENE THE MIXED 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO NEGOTIATE THE COMPROMIS 
D'ARBITRAGE. DURING THIS MEETING, THE TURKISH VIEWS ON JOINT 
VENTURES COULD ALSO BE FURTHER INVESTIGATED. THE PERTINENT 
QUOTATION FROM THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER THIS MINISTERIAL 
MEETING IS AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. THE QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE AEGEAN SEA WERE DISCUSSED AND A FIRST 
STUDY OF THE TEXT OF THE COMPROMIS REQUIRED FOR THE CASE TO BE 
BROUGHT BEFORE THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE TOOK PLACE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 ATHENS 07560 01 OF 02 031116Z 

ON THIS OCCASION, THE TWO MINISTERS REVIEWED ALL THE QUESTIONS 
THAT ARE OF DIRECT INTEREST TO THE RELATIONS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT MEETINGS OF EXPERTS WOULD FOLLOW IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. UNQUOTE. 

KUBISCH 
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UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 ATHENS 7560 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: GREEK REPLY TO TURKISH NOTE ON AEGEAN CONTINENTAL 
SHELF DISPUTE 

9. ON MAY 31, 1975, THE PRIME MINISTERS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES MET IN 
BRUSSELS AND DECIDED THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE FIRST BROUGHT BEFORE 
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT. SUCH A REFERRAL WOULD NOT EXCLUDE, HOWEVER, 
LATER TALKS IN VIEW OF SEEKING EVENTUALLY AN AGREED SOLUTION. THE 
COMMUNIQUE PUBLISHED AFTER THE MEETING OF THE TWO PRIME MINISTERS 
WAS AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. DURING THEIR MEETING, THE TWO PRIME MINISTERS 
HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXAMINE THE PROBLEMS THAT LED TO THE PRESENT 
STATE OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THEIR COUNTRIES. THEY DECIDED THAT THESE 
PROBLEMS MUST BE SETTLED PEACEFULLY BY MEANS OF NEGOTIATIONS AND, 
CONCERNING THE MATTER OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE AEGEAN SEA, 
THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE HAGUE. THEY DEFINED 
THE GENERAL LINES ON THE BASIS OF WHICH THE COMING MEETINGS OF THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE. IN THIS 
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RESPECT, THEY ALSO DECIDED TO ACCELERATE THE MEETING OF EXPERTS ON 
THE QUESTION OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE AEGEAN SEA, AS WELL AS 
THAT OF EXPERTS ON THE QUESTION OF THE AIRSPACE. UNQUOTE. 
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10. FOLLOWING THE ABOVE, THE GREEK GOVERNMENT REPEATEDLY 
APPROACHED ANKARA, SEEKING THAT THE MEETING OF EXPERTS OF THE 
DRAFTING OF THE COMPROMIS D'ARBITRAGE BE ACCELERATED, LEAVING NO 
DOUBT FOR THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT AS TO THE SUBJECT OF THE TALKS. 

THUS, PERTINENT "DEMARCHES” WERE MADE TO ANKARA ON JUNE 26 AND 30, 

ON JULY 9 AND AUGUST 20, 1975 

1 1 . FINALLY, THE EXPERTS’ MEETING WAS SET FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 26 

AND 27 IN PARIS. HOWEVER, THREE DAYS BEFORE THE CONVENING OF THIS 
MEETING, WHEN THE MATTER OF THE PUBLICATION OF A JOINT PRESS RELEASE 
AROSE IN WHICH THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING WAS TO BE DEFINED, THE 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT SUBMITTED A TEXT IN WHICH NO MENTION WAS MADE 
OF THE TERM "COMPROMIS D'ARBITRAGE". WHEN THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
REMARKED ON THIS, IT WAS ARGUED THAT THE MATTER OF THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF DID NOT EXIST AS A SEPARATE ENTITY BUT IN CORRELATION WITH 
OTHER QUESTIONS, THAT THERE WERE VARIOUS WASYS OF SETTLING 
IT, AMONG WHICH A REFERRAL TO THE COURT WAS ONLY ONE, THAT MAYBE 
IT WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY TO REFER THE MATTER TO THE COURT, 

AND THAT, CONSEQUENTLY, THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE EXPERTS 
SHOULD NOT PERTAIN EXCLUSIVELY TO THE DRAFTING OF THE COMPROMIS 
D'ARBITRAGE BUT BE BROAD ENOUGH TO ALLOW FOR A DISCUSSION ON THE 
GENERAL PROBLEM OF THE AEGEAN. 

12. THE GREEK AMBASSADOR STRESSED THAT THE QUESTION OF THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF WAS PURELY A MATTER OF DELIMITATION AND THAT 
ONLY THIS, IN COMPLIANCE WITH WHAT HAD BEEN AGREED, WOULD BE 
REFERRED TO THE COURT, MORE PARTICULARLY, THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
WHAT HAD BEEN AGREED IN BRUSSELS, THE REFERRAL TO THE COURT WOULD 
COME BEFORE EVENTUAL TALKS, AND THAT IN VIEW OF BRINGING THE CASE 
TO THE COURT, IT WAS NECESSARY TO DRAFT THE COMPROMIS D'ARBITRAGE. 

HE ALSO ADDED THAT, ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT, 
THE PARIS MEETING FOR THE DRAFTING OF THE COMPROMIS D’ARBITRAGE SHOULD 

TAKE PLACE, BECAUSE IT WOULD BEAR A BENEFICIAL INFLUENCE ON THE 
RELATIONS OF THE TWO COUNTRIES, AND THAT, WITH A VIEW TO AVOIDING 
ANY FALSE IMPRESSIONS, THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING SHOULD BE 
STATED IN ADVANCE. IF, FOR REASONS WHICH THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 
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COULD NOT UNDERSTAND BUT WHICH WERE CONSIDERED AS DECISIVE BY 
THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT - THE LATTER PREFERRED A SHORT POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE MEETING, THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WAS DISPOSED TO AGREE TO 
SUCH A SHORT POSTPONEMENT, WITHOUT THIS, HOWEVER, IMPLYING THAT IT 
RESIGNS FROM THE AGREEMENT TO FIRST BRING THE CASE TO THE COURT, 

WHICH IT CONSIDERS BOTH NECESSARY AND URGENT. 

13. THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT OPTED FOR A DEFERMENT. IN THE NOTE, IT IS 
STRESSED THAT GREECE CANNOT ACCEPT THE TURKISH ALLEGATION THAT 
SUBMITTING THE DISPUTE TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT CONSTITUTES AN 
ACT CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT OF ARTICLE 33 OF THE UNITED NAT ONS. 
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FINALLY, IT IS ALSO ADDED THAT GREECE, AS A PEACE-LOVING COUNTRY 
AND A MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, IS IN FAVOR OF A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES AND AGAINST UNILATERAL ACTION AND THAT IN 
CONFORMITY WITH THESE PRINCIPLES, AND IN A SPIRIT OF FRIENDLINESS 
AND CONCILIATION, IT INVITES THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT TO AGREE 
TO A RAPID DRAFTING OF THE COMPROMIS D ARBITRAGE WHICH WOULD 
ALLOW THE INTERNATIONAL COURT TO CONSIDER THE DISPUTE. 

END TEST. 

KUBISCH 
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